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Sarah Hagood, President

Sarah Hagood, originally of Lake 
Village, AR, is a senior majoring in 
Business Administration, Market-
ing. She is the current President of 
the Honors Student Association and 
served as the Multimedia Special-
ist for 2015-2016. Sarah also holds 
other positions on campus including 
guest speaker for UAPB’s Office of 
Career Services, Marketing Direc-
tor for the Accounting and Finance 
Association, and Project Coordina-
tor for UAPB’s Enactus Team. She 
is also a member of Alpha Chi Na-

tional College Honor Society, Delta 
Mu Delta International Honor Soci-
ety in Business, and Alpha Kappa 
Mu National Honor Society. After 
graduation, Sarah would like to pur-
sue a masters degree in Digital Mar-
keting and use the knowledge she 
has learned to help small businesses 
compete with corporations by tack-
ling the always-growing technology 

age.

Paris Renee Patterson, Treasurer

Paris Renee Patterson is from the 
great city of East Saint Louis, Illi-
nois. She is a sophomore English 
Education major. With her major,  
she would like to be a high school/ 
college instructor and start writing 
children’s books. Her main goal in 
college is to maintain a 4.0 G.P.A 
throughout her entire undergraduate 
career. Everything has been great 
thus far.  She is maintaining her tar-
get G.P.A while being involved and 
employed and wishes to continue 

triumphantly on her journey.

Jael Frierson, Secretary

Jael Frierson is a sophomore at the uni-
versity majoring in Political Science. 

She is a native of Cincinnati, OH. 

Salonica Hunter, Multimedia Specialist
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Meet The Officers (not pictured) Kayla Jimmerson, 
Vice President

Kayla Jimmerson was born in 
Nashville, Tennessee and raised 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. She is a 
sophomore at the University of Ar-
kansas at Pine Bluff majoring in 
Biology with a pre-med emphasis. 
She plans to be a family physician 
with a dual career and surgical cos-
metology. She has been a member 
of the Honors Program since her 
freshman year at UAPB. She is ac-
tive in UAPB’s STEM Academy as 
well as Honors Student Association 
in which she is the Vice President.



Salonica Abstract

Abstract For Conference Pro-
gram

What can a member of a Greek or-
ganization, a Christian, an athlete, 
and a professor show about college 
life? Peek inside the college world 
at a Historically Black Institution 
through the eyes of four insiders.

Abstract For Submission

Within broadcast media, there is 
very little accurate representation 
of life at a Historically Black Insti-
tution. By publicizing a fresh scope 
into life at the University of Arkan-
sas at Pine Bluff (an HBCU), an 
aspiring professional print journal-
ist reveals what life is really like. 
The photographic presentation will 
show the perspectives of four dif-
ferent members of the collegiate 
community - a Greek, a Christian, 
an athlete, and a professor. It will 
include one sentence summaries 
per photo to expresses each point 
of view. The conclusion of the pre-
sentation will show how all of the 
activities and people combine to 
produce a thriving social and edu-
cational environment for students. 

 

Christ-Shamma Matalbert, Miss 
Honors Program

Christ-Shamma Matalbert is a soph-
omore at the University of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff. She is from Haiti, but 
resides in Douglasville,  Georgia. 
She speaks four languages - Cre-
ole, French, Jagon and English. She 
is the second oldest, but the first of 
her siblings to attend college. She 
is thrilled to attend a Historically 
Black College/University,  and to 
surround herself with African Amer-
ican males and females striving for 
similar goals. She lives by the 3 
C’s; Commitment, Confidence, and 
Compassion. She is  majoring in 
Political Science with a minor in 
History. She hopes to become a law-
yer in the future and focus on social 
and family law. At UAPB, she uses 
her role of Miss Honors Program to 
promote health and fitness. She has 
also used it as a platform to promote 
community service and mentorship.

SRHC Recap

Four Honors Program students 
made presentations of their research 
studies at the 2016 Souther Region-
al Honors Conference in Orlando, 

Florida. Two abstracts are below.

Christ-Shamma Matalbert
Amera Allison
Does the media influence black 

males’ dating preferences?

Abstract For Conference Pro-
gram
Black males’ dating preferences 
are questionable because of the 
daily exposure to the media’s 
views on potential spouses. 

Abstract For Submission
Many researchers argue the 

media’s impact on people’s dai-
ly life. As college students, dating 
has become our interest. Dating is 
when two individuals gather with 
the intent of getting to know one 
another. A documentary titled Dark 
Girls left questions about the medi-
as influence on black males’ dating 
preferences. Also, we have witness 
various discussions among black 

Cameron Withers, Mr. Honors 
Program 

Cameron Withers serves as the 2016 
-2017 Mr. Honors Program. He is a 
native of Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He 
is currently a sophomore majoring 
in Agricultural Business. He re-
cently interned with the National 
Resources Conservation Service 
where he assisted in the testing of 
possible alternative water sources. 
He plans to further his knowledge 
and experience through the obtain-
ment of more internships to become 
more successful within his career.

Salonica Hunter is a junior majoring 
in Broadcast Journalism. She is from 
Monticello, Arkansas. She is actively 
involved on campus, filling positions 
such as Miss Freshman, Sophomore 
Class President,  and Arkansawyer Ed-

itor-In-Chief to name a few. 

black males about the physical 
appearance of different woman. 
Using the media’s current trends 
of beauty we will issue  a survey 
that allows participants to visualize 
their ideal spouse. Using the media 
as our guide, we will compare the 
young black males’  dating pref-
erences to media’s idea of beauty. 
Our purpose is to raise awareness 
about the effects of media on black 
males and its impact on their life-
style. Our research will encourage 
others to conduct further studies on 

these psychological effects.



 Summer Success

Quite a few of the Honors Program 
students were able to secure an in-
ternship for Summer 2016. Sarah 
Hagood,  Victoria Hughes, Ashlyn 
Carlton, and Lee Irvin were a few.

Sarah Hagood

This summer, I interned at both, a 
non-profit and small business here 
in Pine Bluff. While working at 
Pine Bluff Downtown Development, 
Inc. (the non-profit), I had the op-
portunity to expand on my creative 
skills. I designed newsletters, built a 
website, and managed a Facebook 
page. At The Strong Company, Inc. 
(the small business), I worked on 
the other end of the marketing spec-
trum. My market research work in-
cluded finding job leads, research-
ing he demand of new product and 
customer reaction to the shift in 
product requirements. I enjoyed 
both jobs, and they opened my eyes 

to the entire marketing spectrum.

Victoria Hughes 

My summer internship was in Hous-
ton, Texas with a company called 
United Technologies Aerospace 
Systems.  This was an operation/
supply chain internship in the field 
of engineering.  My tasks this sum-
mer involved working with different 
departments in the company to com-
plete procurement packages.  I had 
a great time at this company where 
I learned all lot about purchasing 
and operation procedures.  This op-
portunity opened a lot of doors for 

that I greatly appreciate. 

Ashlyn Carlton

I’m a sophmore at the University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff majoring in 

the field of Animal Science. I was 
selected to travel to Guyana, South 
America to participate in the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Pine Bluff’s 
Guyana Education Abroad Pro-
gram during the summer of 2016. 
This four week program, hosted by 
Guyana Partners of the Americas 
Chapter, was in place to enhance 
my personal global learning and to 
strengthen sweet potato production 
in the Guyanese region, as well as 
in the Arkansas Delta. Along with 
doing a lot of sightseeing and eat-
ing around Guyana, Chelsea Rob-
inson, a regulatory science major 
at UAPB, and I had the opportunity 
to travel to several regions of Guy-
ana, meet with various significant 
individuals, visit different project 
facilities and laboratories, and had 
interviews with two local news sta-
tions and the local newspaper. After 
traveling abroad, I can definitely 
attest to this being an inspiration-
al experience! It opened my eyes, 
heart and mind on a much larg-
er scale than before. Therefore, I 
would greatly encourage my peers 
to go out, acquire information about 
international travel and enjoy an 

experience like no other.

Leathan Irvin

The internship (Greening Youth 
Foundation at Cameron Prairie 
NWR Complex) provided me with an 
opportunity to further learn about 
the agency and the refuge complex 
and why all the employees do what 
they do here for the National Wild-
life Refuge Complex. I completed 
my MEDIC First Aid International 
Basic Plus CPR, AED and First Aid 
for Adults Class. I was in charge of 
a lot of the maintenance duties at 
the Cameron Prairie Visitor Center.  

I was able to gain career worthy 
certifications such as my MOCC 
(motor boat operators course cer-
tification), which will allow me to 
safely operate and maintain govern-
ment vessels and I now know how to 
maintain my own personal vessel. 
These experiences allowed me to be 
featured in the regional office week-
ly highlights not once but twice.  I 
led fourteen Southwest Louisiana 
NWR Complex volunteers in con-
structing 20 artificial fish habitat 
structures for placement in Cam-
eron Prairie NWR ponds in prepa-
ration for June’s Family Fishing 
Festival. This project was executed 
to allow the fish an escape/forage 
cover for the fish while providing an 
opportunity to expand my fisheries 
management knowledge. I was able 
to teach little kids about the cool as-
pects of the GYF. I also started for-
mulating JHA’s, which means job 
hazard analysis. These forms were 
for various projects like the artifi-
cial habitat project and the Eagle 
Scout project located at Lacassine 
NWR. One of the greatest challeng-
es to overcome during this intern-
ship was creating a program called 
the litter patrol. This initiative was 
strictly geared for Sabine NWR to 
help solve the litter problem. With 
a lot of hard work and dedication,  
Ms. Day and I were able to come 
up with new and innovative ways to 
find a sustainable ways to solve the 
persistent litter problem at Sabine 
NWR. Lastly, when I finally com-
pleted my Wildland Fireman Train-
ing I felt like I could now help fight 
wildfire and help with prescribed 
fires, which I did - successfully fight-
ing four wildfires. I am so thankful 
that the Greening Youth Foundation 
gave me this opportunity and be-

lieved in me.



Scholars Photos

Leathan Irvin

Honors Student Ambassadors and Honors Program Directors the Chan-
cellor’s Fall Convocation 2016

Second Scholars Seminar ft. Dr. 
Bates 

Victoria Hughes

Ashlyn Carlton

Honors Program   CONTACT    GO LIONS!
1200 N. University Drive  Email: honorsprogram@uapb.edu 
Mail Slot #4931   Phone: 870-575-8065
Pine Bluff, AR 71601   Fax: 870-575-8063


